tions have so completely changed the
mosque that it is difficult to suggest its
original plan accurately.

THE MOSQUE OF AL-HAKIM 990 A.D.

mosque which bears
the name of Al-Hakim was founded by
Al-Aziz, the successor of Al-Moizz.   Aziz
is portrayed by writers as brave, comely
in person and above all humane and of
conciliatory  disposition.   He married  a
Christian wife, the sister of the Bishops of
Jerusalem and Alexandria. Both the Jews
and the Christians not only enjoyed great
freedom under his rule,  but   also   held
highest offices. The unbroken peace which
the   country   enjoyed   under   his   reign
brought many fruitful results in the form
of engineering and architectural triumphs
like the Golden Palace, the Pearl Pavi-
lion, his mother's mosque in the Kerafa
Cemetry, canals, bridges, naval docks and
above all the Mosque of Al-Hakim   at
Cairo.    It was commenced in 990 A.D.

98